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I Rpal Party i n Interest 

There a,pa rt V. nl «e re s t ,s™OMSO N UCENS I NG ] NC., th e aSSig neeoH h ee„ tire 



2 . >«* and Inte rferences 

None. 

3 gfotiis of Claims 

claims 1-6. 17-24, 26, and 27 is presented in Appendix I. 



fUntm " f Amendments 

7,7 CFR *1 HI mailed to the PTO on June 21, 2004 in response t, 
An Amendment under 37 CFR § 1 ■ 1 1 1 m 



the previous 



„o„-f,na, Office Action dated March 29, 2004 was entered. 



5 •, l iinm"T" f "" , ' nvention 

n.sd.tec.ed.oappara.usandnrethodstordecod.n.pac^e 

^datatromatleastafirstsonrcCP— s„ndepende n tC, mS 1,7, 22, 24, and 26> 
(Preambles, Claims 1, 22, and 24). 
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6. Issues 

„ Whether CWm. 1. 17. 22, 24, 26, and 27 are unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 8 .03 
wU5 .P^No.^.043»E,H.«-.(^- ta W ) i.v te wc f U A P»«n t No. 

5,563,648 to Menand et al. (hereinafter "Menand"). 

7 r;^. T inp of Claims 

aaims^standorfaUwithClai,!. C la im s 18-2! stand or fall with dai, 17. Claims 

22, 24, 26, and 27 each stand or fall by themselves. 



8. Ar gument 
A. Introduction 

The present invention provides a novel soiution to the problems associated with 

invention so,ves" W hepro b ien 1 sinv„ 1 vedinprocess i „ g .ar g e q ua„,itieso ( pro g ra mg uide 

andtnachiev^adestrahiecontpromise between transnt.ssionhandw.dth and 
decoder compie^ (Apphcant, spec i( ,ation, p. 2, lines „-lo, Moreover, the present 

g uide data to faciiitate both decod.n g and seiectabte pro g ram .uide generation bvadecodef 
(Applicants' specification, p. 2, lines 17-19). 

• ♦ a nnt tn thp Examiner. These features provide 
references and that have already been pointed out to the Examm 

advantages over the prior art. 
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^^-^~^----- ,,h - ,p "" ,, ' ,,ta 7„ t 

C,aims24 26 and 27 are M ch directed to a n,e t hod, they each inc.ude afferent 
Moreover, while Claims ja, zo, mm 

^■^^^»^~^— ~ 

f ^ 4 ^,^.^^^•*^ , " ,,,,,, ■ P " ^, " , 

- fcte -* D, * ,, " , 7 ,D 

» t, riaims 1 17 22, 24, 26, and 27 are separately 
the prior ar, and to the other claims. As such, Clatms 1, 17, 

patentable and are each presented for review in this appea.. 

OV e r ..,Pa,e„ t N„. W S7,0« t o E H i set Ain vU W o f U,Pate„tNo.5 > 5«3 (M8 to 
Menand et al. 

.OUSPQSBOCCCP.l^^anindependentelainr.snonohvionsnnder.U,, , 

Kvinn." (MPEP §2143.03, citing In re Fine, 837 Kza 
then any claim depending therefrom » nonobvxous (MPEP 

1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)). 
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,1 17 22 24 26, and 27 as being unpatentable under 35 
The Examiner rejected Claims 1, 17, 22, 24, 

■ ft er "Ellis") in view of Menand et al. (hereinafter 
U S C 103 over to Ellis et al. (hereinafter Ellis ) 

:i, Th e E — — ----- 

Taking the references one at a „me, ElLs .s 

„ • (EUis Title) Thatts.anobjeeuveofEUisis.oprov.de [a]n 
guid ew i , hrem o,ep r odu C ,o r < i enn g (EU,s,T,t 1 e). 

-------- 

prote t„ rS e r v i ce,a„aaseco„aeo mm a„ df o I p,a,n g ^ _ 

dat a pr o C e SS o rre ce i ves, h e U se r con, r oUo mm an d sa„, 1 nte S ponse,ot h e f , t s 

tor to display information descr,bin g the product or serv.ce and m 
— ° diSP ' ay8 " " derf „ t t h e P rod U c.orserv i c,.(EU i s, AbS ,rac t ,. 
respons e t „ th e S eco„ d co mm a„d g enera t esa„order f o Ith e P 

Menand^recredtoamerHodforconrroU^e— ofanand, 

• ,i« "riln an audio video interactive (A v i; 
program— Tide, ,n particular, Menand proves W n an a 

P ^ n * ™ AVI program having an 

rec e,verrece,v i n g apacKe t s t rea m .nc 1U d i n g ad,rec t or y andan A V I p 

m ,,hod for controlling the execution of the AVI 
associated tdentifier in the dtrectory, a method . . . f 

Pr0gtam -- h pacltreanr. Then he g ,nn, ng e— of the loaded A V! progr^. - 
then minimizing the executing AVI p g 
program is de.ec.edm the pac k e, stream" (Menand, Abstract, 
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Itwlllbe!h ,, tro .*-«---- l ' l " U4> '" dB 

identified in Section 7 herein. 

^.map—in gan o bj e CtW „ h a Programg — o„.te m greeted 

data .aiaanciUarv^acioninCuding ... (b> a non-dispiayed map 
said packetized program data, sa,d and , H „ rlaim 24 

„ displayed map for associating said object ft.es w„h 

rr^^- 

^einformationintopacketize d data", as recited in CVatm 27. 
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INFORMATION. 

Furth e r ,C,a im2 7es S e n ,an yre cU eSth a t a„c,,,a ryi „ f o rm a t ,on i s ( o rm e dt o,,„ tUm , ( o m 
information is formed to ALREADY INCLUDE A NON-DISPLAYED MAP 

^^^^^^^^^ 

INCLUDED IN THE FORMED ANCILLARY INFORMATION THAT, IN TURN, IS 

INCLUDED IN THE FORMED PACKETEED INFORMATION. 

I nco „, raS ,,t h eciteasec,io n ofE l Ii S ,name, y co tam n 8 ,n„e40 t oco, um n 1 0,,i„e4 5 , 

^am^a^ation — updaKS , i S stor. in are, on, memo, <ROM, H. T,e 
^^^^^^^^^^^ 

the aatama yb e S tore dl na„ E EPROMorSRAM.T h a,, S ,EU 1St eae h e S , h e St or 1 „ g ofrece i ,ea 

rr»» AM FEPROM, SRAM) and the building ot a 
program schedule information in a memory (DRAM, EEPROM, 

database from received program schedule information. 
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^^^,^,24.^27. Forexa mP ,e, Ems si^ydisCoses that -the 
conju „ c Uo„w lth o t He r c 1 ow„ 1 oa d ea tl a t a t vpe S such as s t o redbitm a psf o r theses 

- ^ taD ^l^"•^^"~ (VDa,23 ■• ,,W,, " ,, " 

p reser.te— e„ ' „ y av ail a bl eVa A - ty pe gr a ph ,csca rd ...,(BU, S ,co 1 

10 UhesU-20, HeweveM^P^ — .H..— . — — — 

^ rfm - B --~--^^« to4,,,tet, * ,d,,,,,0, 

e^ttothe — .ea^P, — t0th eB— 0^ — 

with the other downloaded data types. 

H^a— o fE msa ndW asn„ treMU pon byth eB Xaml „e r 

with respect ,o acting *e a b ove-c it ed,. mlt a ti onsofC,ai m s.,24,a„c 1 27. 

^oneorthecUed fences, dt h„ *n s,n g „ o r ta a. co ml)i na t ,o„, teacher 

singlyotmmy — n .teach or s Ugg es, f or ml n g pro gr a mgUi de—„a n da n c„,ar, 



10 



RCA 89,399 



int „ rm a tl o„, Km s ;i „co.o rat ,„ gth eanc i Ua ryi n f o m a ti o„a ndth ep r o gramgUid e i n f o Imat io„ 

— te • , - fc, -~~ fc,,,, 

2-6), 24, and 27 is earnestly requested. 

B2 XHeatedReeerencesDoNCTeacHorSu^tAc^HngPac^PTO^n, 
^ationlnc.adi^^^ 

A „ c „ 1 a ryM o rn .a« i o„Inc,u (ii „ g ,(a)an0 1 , J e rt F1.eCo m p riSi n g AppHca«o n 

Software^Use^Co—insaDevicand^aD^CrAssocia^.the 

.pp.iea.ionSoawa.e^aP^U^intt.eProg^Gu^e.n^on; 

Listed Program 

Non eonhe cUed fences t eac h o rSUggMt "ac q uM„ g pa CtetiZ e d p r o gramtafon naU OT 

ta e, udi n g ,Ca ) a„ 0b) ec tfll eco m p nSingaP p, i ca, 1 o n — for use ,n _d,n g a dev,e, and 

„ executing said application software to command said dev.ce.ti 
guide information; and . . . execut.n g saio apy 

processing said .isted pro g ram", as recited in Cairns M and 26. 

T „atis Cairns , 7 and 26 essentia„ y recte ac q tnring pac k e,i,ed ptogtam information 
.natinciudesootnanCiarvinformat.on and program guide information, the anciUar, 
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information, in mm, including, an objec, file comprising application software for use in 
commanding a device and a directory for associating application software with a program listed 
in the program guide information, and executing the application software ,0 command the device 
in processtng the listed program (in the program guide information that was included in the 
acquired packetized program information). 

The Examiner has stated that "an objec, file reads on the services available in the operator 
geographica, market such as application software (co>. 8, Hue 50-co,.9, line 50)" (Office Action 
dated October 2, , 2004, p. 8). The cited portion of EUis discloses that ',he data stream contatns 
program schedule mformation for all tension programs and other services available in the 
operator's geographica, market" (EUis, col. 8, Unes 50-52). 'TOhe transmitted data stream may 
additionally contain application software for imp.emen.ing or updating the e,ec,ro„ic program 
guide at the user site" (EUis, coi. 8, lines 61-63). "If the microcontro.ler .6 recogmzes the 
received data as application software ... it stores it in non-volatile memory, such as an 
EEPROM" (EUis, col. 9, lines 21-24). "After the accuracy of the apphcation software has been 
verified, the mtcrocontroUer 16 initta.es a routine to re-program the EEPROM, where the 
appiication program is permanen.ly s.ored. The microcontro.ler ,6 will issue proper con,o, 
commands .o a reprogram circuit 21, which is adapted to supply me proper program voUage and 
logic con.ro, signa,s 22 requ.red to erase and write to the EEPROM. It supplies this program 

EEPROM 20 upon command from the microcontroller ,6. After the EEPROM 20 has been 
electrically erased, the microcontroiler .6 initiates transfer of the new application software from 
the DRAM 18 to the EEPROM 20 for storing" (Elhs, col. 9, lines 37-50). 

Thus, EUis does not disclose that the application software is for use in commanding a 
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device that PROCESSES a program listed in the program guide information. That is, Ellis does 
not disclose that the application software is executed to command a device to process the 
program, but rather that a microcontroller controls an EEPROM to store the application 
software itself. Moreover, as admitted by the Examiner in the Office Action dated October 21, 
2004 (p. 8 thereof) Ellis does not disclose a directory that associates the application software 
with the program listed in the program guide information (that is processed by the device that, in 
turn, is commanded by the execution of the application software). This interaction between the 

above-cited limitations does not seem to be addressed by the Examiner with respect to the cited 

references. 

Menand does not cure the deficiencies of Ellis. Menand was relied upon by the Examiner 
with respect to the directory limitation recited above. The cited section of Menand (col. 1, line 
62-col. 2, line 14) essentially discloses that "[t]he interactive application program information 
component consists of one or more code modules (containing executable code), possibly one or 
more data modules, and a directory module which includes data describing the code and data 
modules making up the interactive application program component" (Menand, col. 1, lines 62- 
67). However, Menand does not disclose that that the directory module associates the 
application software (assuming arguendo to correspond to the one or more code modules) to a 
PROGRAM listed in the program guide information 

Thus, none of the cited references, either taken singly or in any combination, teach or 
suggest "acquiring packetized program information including ancillary information and program 
guide information, sard ancillary information including, (a) an object file comprising application 
software for use in commanding a device, and (b) a directory for associating said application 
software with a program listed in said program guide information; and . . . executing said 
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application software to command said device in processing said listed program", as recited in 
Claims 17 and 26. Accordingly, Claims 17 and 26 are patentably distinct and non-obvious over 
the cited references for at least the reasons set forth above. Therefore, withdrawal of the 
rejection and allowance of Claims 17 (and, thus, also Claims 18-21) and 26 is earnestly 
requested. 

B3. The Cited References Do Not Teach or Suggest Acquiring Ancillary Information in 
Packetized Program Data, the Ancillary Information Including an Object File 
Decoding Complexity Level Indicator, and a Processor for Disregarding Object 
Files of Complexity Level Exceeding a Predetermined Level 

None of the cited references teach or suggest "an object file DECODING complexity 
level indicator, and a processor for disregarding object files of complexity level exceeding a 
predetermined level", as recited in Claim 22. 

The Examiner has stated in the Office Action dated October 21, 2004 (p. 9 thereof) with 
respect to Ellis that "codes corresponding to a program's rating, parental guidance category, title 
or channel or unique digital identrfier for each program along with its schedule information, read 
on the object file decoding complexity level indicator (col. 25, lines 5-54, col. 27, line 48-col. 28, 
line 12; col. 33, lines 40-50). 

"Complexity" is defined in Webster's New World Dictionary of the American Language as 
"the condition of quality of being complex" (Webster's New World Dictionao- of the American 
Language, William Collins + World Publishing Co., Inc., p. 290 1974, included herewith in 
Appendix n>. "Complex" is defined as "no. simple; involved or complicated" (Webster's New 
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World Dictionary of .he American Language, William Coffins + Worid PubHshing Co., Inc., p. 290 
1974, included herewith in Appendix II). 

Thus, Applicants respectfully assert that "decoding complexity", that is, the complexity 
involved in DECODING an object file, has NOTHING to do with a program rating, a parental 
rating (e.g.. General Audiences, Restricted Audiences), a title, channel, or unique identifier, or 
schedule information. For example, the title of an object file or its parental rating has nothing to do 
with, and does not indicate, whether a given object file is, e.g., too complex for a given decoder. 
Further, the fact that a given program has a R rating versus a G rating does no, by itself, necessarily 
render the former more complex for a decoder with respect to decoding the former versus the latte, 
As is known, decoding complexity may be invoked in high resomtion versus low reso.ution image 
frames or sequences, and so forth. The decoding of, e.g., one title versus another title cannot be 
reasonably construed to involve such different levels of decoding complexity as to warrant and be 
directed to decoding complexity. 

Menand does not cure the deficiencies of E.lis and was not retied upon by the Examiner 
with respect to rejecting the above-cited limitations of Claim 22. 

Thus, none of the cited references, either taken singly or in any combination, teach or 
suggest an object file decoding complexity leve, indicator, and a processor for disregarding 
object files of complexity leve, exceeding a predetermined level, as essentially recited in Claim 
22. Accordingly, Claim 22 is patentably distinct and non-obvious over the cited references for at 
,eas, the reasons se, forth above. Therefore, withdrawal of the rejection and aHowance of Claim 
22 is earnestly requested. 
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C. Conclusion 

At least the above-identified limitations of the pending claims are not disclosed or 
suggested by the teachings of the applied art references, either alone or in any combination. 
Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the Board reverse the rejection of claims 1-6, 17-21, 
22, 24, 26, and 27 under 35 U.S.C. §103. 

It is believed that no additional fees or charges are currently due. However, in the event 
that any additional fees or charges are required at this time in connection with the application, 
they may be charged to applicant' s Deposit Account No. . 

^bmitred, 




2,711 
Dlicant(s) 

Correspondence Address: 

THOMSON LICENSING INC. 
P.O. BOX 5312 
PRINCETON, NJ 08540 
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APPENDIX I: CLAIMS 

1 . (Previously Presented) Apparatus for decoding packetized program data from 
at least a first source to provide a program guide, comprising: 

a processor for acquiring program guide information and for acquiring ancillary 
information in said packetized program data, said ancillary information including, 

(a) a directory of executable software application files associated with objects, and 

(b) a non-displayed map for associating an object with a program guide 
information item; 

a processor for executing a software application to create an object and linking said 
object to a program guide information item; and 

a display processor for forming a composite image including said image object and said 
program guide information item to provide a program guide for display. 

2. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said directory of 
executable software application files lists a file associated with at least one of (a) a broadcast 
program, (b) a broadcast channel and (c) User interface controls. 

3. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein an object comprises at 
least one of (a) a video segment, (b) an audio segment, (c) text, (d) an icon representing a user 
selectable item for display, (e) an HTML or SGML document (f) a menu of selectable items, (g) 
an image window for presentation within an encompassing image, and (h) an image window for 
initiating a multimedia function. 
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4. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said ancillary information 
further includes acquisition information for use in acquiring said ancillary information from a 
second source different to said first source, and 

said acquisition information includes one of (a) an Internet URL, (b) an Internet IP 
address, (c) an Email address, and (d) a telephone/fax/videophone number. 

5. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said display processor 
provides said program guide for display in response to a User selection input command selecting 
between available program guides. 

6. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said ancillary information 
includes an object complexity level indicator, and said apparatus disregards objects of 
complexity level exceeding a predetermined level. 

Claim 7-16 (Cancelled) 

17. (Previously Presented) Apparatus for decoding packetized program data from 

at least a first source, comprising: 

a processor for acquiring packetized program information including ancillary 
information and program guide information, said ancillary information including, 

(a) an object file comprising application software for use in commanding a 

device, and 

18 



(b) a directory for associating said application software with a program 
listed in said program guide information; and 

a processor using said ancillary information and for executing said application 
software to command said device in processing said listed program. 

18. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said application 
software performs at least one of the following functions, (a) commands a VCR/DVD device to 
record a program at a scheduled broadcast time, (b) commands said apparatus to tune to a 
particular broadcast video channel, (c) commands said apparatus to tune to a particular broadcast 
audio channel. 

19. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said application 
software comprises at least one of, (a) an HTML or SGML file, (b) a Java™ file, (c) an 
ActiveX™ file, (d) a web browser and (e) a decoder supported software language file. 

20. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said directory lists a file 
associated with at least one of (a) a broadcast program, (b) a broadcast channel, (c) User interface 
controls, and (d) a peripheral device attached to said apparatus. 

21. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said ancillary 
information includes an object file complexity level indicator, and said apparatus disregards 
object files of complexity level exceeding a predetermined level. 



19 



RCA 89,399 

22. (Previously Presented) Apparatus for decoding packetized program data from 
at least a first source to provide a program guide, comprising: 

a processor for acquiring program guide information and for acquiring 
ancillary information in said packetized program data, said ancillary information including, 

(a) a directory of object files associated with program guide information 

items, and 

(b) an object file decoding complexity level indicator, and 

a processor for disregarding object files of complexity level exceeding a 
predetermined level and for creating an image object from an object file and linking said image 
object to a program guide information item; and 

a display processor for forming a composite image including said image object 
and said program guide information item to provide a program guide for display. 

23. (Previously Presented) A storage medium containing digital data representing 

video information comprising: 

packetized program information representing a video program; 

ancillary information including information for processing multimedia objects 

comprising, 

(a) a directory of executable software application files associated with 

objects, and 



(b) 



a non-displayed map for associating an object with a program guide 



information item; and 

information for executing a software application to create an object and linking 
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said object to a program guide information item in an image for display. 

24. (Previously Presented) A method for decoding packetized program data from 
at least a first source to provide a program guide, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring program guide information and for acquiring ancillary information in 
said packetized program data, said ancillary information including, 

(a) a directory of executable software application files associated with 

objects, and 

(b) a_non-di splayed map for associating an object with a program guide 

information item; and 

executing a software application to create an object; 

linking said image object to a program guide information item; and 

forming a composite image including said image object and said program guide 

information item to provide a program guide for display. 

Claim 25 (Cancelled) 

26. (Original) A method for decoding packetized program data from at least a 
first source, comprising the steps of: 

acquiring packetized program information including ancillary information and 
program guide information, said ancillary information including, 

(a) an object file comprising application software for use in 

commanding a device, and 
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(b) a directory for associating said application software with a program 
listed in said program guide information; and 

using said ancillary information to determine a program for processing by a 

device; and 

executing said application software to command said device in processing said 
listed program. 

27. (Previously Presented) A method for forming packetized program data to be 
suitable for processing in a decoder, comprising the steps of: 

forming program guide information and ancillary information including, 

(a) a directory of object files associated with program guide information 

items, and 

(b) a non-displayed map for associating said object files with said program 

guide information items; 

incorporating said ancillary information and said program guide information into 
packetized data for output to a transmission channel. 
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APPENDIX Selected Portion nf Webster's N>.w World Dictionary of the American 
Language 
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competitive 



even hostility; emulation implies endeavor to equal or surpass in 

achievement, character, etc. another, usually one greatly admired 
com pet i tive (kam pet'a tiv) adj. of, involving, or based 

on competition: also convpet'l-to'ry (-t8r'e) — com-pet'l- 

tlve-ly adv. — compet'itlve-ness n. 
com- pet- i : tor (-tar) n. [L.] a person who competes, as a 

business rival 

Complegne (kon pyen'y') town in N France, on the Oise 
River: the armistices between the Allies & Germany (1918) 
& Germany & France (1940) were signed near here: pop. 



complicat ion 



24.000 



com ple ment (kam'pla n ,,„ . 

complementum, that which fills up 
or completes < complere: see com- 
plete] 1. that which completes or 
u ~ — **> perfection 2. the amount 



:nt') n. [ME. < L. 



or number needed 
plete 3.^ a complete 



fill o 



, - . _ , , entirety 

4. something added to complete a 
whole; either of two parts that 
complete each other 5. Gram, a 
word or group of words that, with 
the verb, complete the meaning 
and structure of the predicate 
(Ex.: foreman in make him fore- 
paid in he expects to gel paid) 




6. Immunology any of 
heat-sensitive proteins i 

Slasma that act with specific anti- 
odies to destroy corresponding 



a group of ( arc YM, complement 
n the blood of arc WY: angle 

• YXM, complement of 

r angle WXY) 

antigens, as bacteria or "foreign 
proteins 7. Math, a) the number of degrees that must be 
added to a given angle or arc to make it equal 90 degrees 
6) the subset which must be added to any given subset to 
yield the original set 8. Music the difference between a 
given interval and the complete octave 9. Naut. the full 
crew of officers and men assigned to a ship — vt. to make 
complete; be a complement t~ 



n'pla m 



a te) n . [< 



o angles that together 



interrelationship or corresponde 

com-ple-men-ta-ry (kam'pla rr 
a complement; completing 2.m 
lacking Also com'plemen'tal 

complementary angle either o 
form a 90° angle 

complementary colors any tv 
that, combined in the right int 
nearly white light 

complement fixation Immunology the entering of com- 
plement into the product of an antigen-antibody reaction 
where it becomes inactive : used as an indicator in certain 
serological tests 

com-plete (kam plet') adj. [ME. & OFr. complet < L. 



computus, pp. of complere. to fill up, 

intens. + plere. to fill: for IE. base see full'I 
component part; full; whole; entire 2. brougl.. »„ „, 
sion; ended; finished 3. thorough; absolute [to have m!?3 
plete confidence in someone./ 4. accomplished; skiir!!3 
consummate — vt. -plet'ed, -plet'ing 1. to end; finiiil 
conclude 2. to make whole, full, or perfect — com-ultSiJ 
ipletefi 



«i of all that is needed for riS 
t of something / a comply Wl 



l-tion (kam^pa la'shan) n. [ME. compilacioun < 




com pile (kam pll') irf. -piled', -pll'lnfi [ME. compilen < 
OFr. compiler < L. compilare, to snatch together, plunder 
< com-, together + pilar e, to compress, ram down] 1. to 
gather and put together (statistics, facts, etc.) in an orderly 
form 2. to compose (a book, etc.) of materials gathered 
from various sources 

com-pla-cen-cy <;kamplas''nse) n. [LL. complacenlia < L. 
complacens: see ff.] quiet satisfaction; contentment; often, 
specif., self-satisfaction, or smugness: also com-pla'cence 
(-plas'-ns) 

convpla-cent (-'nt) adj. [L. complacens, prp. of complacere, 
to be very pleasing < com-, intens. + placere, to please] 
1. satisfied; esp., self-satisfied, or smug 2. affable; com- 
plaisant — compla'ccntly adv. 

com- plain (kam plan') vi. [ME. compleinen < OFr. 
complaindre < VL. complangere, orig., to beat the breast < 
L. com-, intens. + plangere, |o strike] 1. to claim or 
express pain, displeasure, etc. 2. to find fault; declare 
annoyance 3. to make an accusation; bring a formal charge 

compHUnant (-ant) n. [ME. compleinount < prp. of OFr. 
complaindre: see prec.J Law a person who files a charge or 
makes the complaint in court: plaintiff 

com- plaint (kam plant') n. (ME. & OFr. complainte < 
complaindre] 1. the act of complaining; utterance of pain, 
displeasure, annoyance, etc. 2. a subject or cause for 
complaining; grievance 3. an illness; ailment 4. Law a 
formal charge or accusation 

com plai sance (kam pla'z'ns, -s'ns; chiefly Brit, kam' 
pli zans') n. [Fr. < ff.] 1. willingness to please; disposition 
to be obliging and agreeable; affability 2. an act or instance 
of this 

com-plai-sant (kam pla'z'nt, -s'nt; chiefly Brit, kam'pli 
zant') adj. [Fr., prp. of complaire < L. complacere: see 
complacent] willing to please; affably agreeable; obliging 
— com-plal'sant ly adv. 
com pleat (kam plet') adj. archaic sp. of complete 
com plect (kam plekt') vt. [L. complecli: see complex] 

[Archaic] to twine together; interweave 
*com-plect-ed (-plek'tid) adj. [altered < complexioned] 
[Dial, or Colloq.l same as complexioned 



integrity, perfection, or fulfillm 

complete control;; full implies tt. 

full dozens or all that can be held, achieved, etc. fin full bk>£,7l 
total implies an adding together of everything without ex<!epS;J 
/ total numbery and is. in general applications, equivalent to cob?? 
plete / total abstinence/; whole and entire imply unbroken unftL'f 
stressing that not a single part, individual, instance, etc. has h2ll 
omitted or diminished Ahe whole student body, one's entire atS?^ 
tion;; intact is applied to that which remains whole after patsS 1 C 
through an experience that might have impaired it [the to-nu'**, 
left the barn intact] See also close* —ANT. partial, defective'*'' 
complete metamorphosis physical changes in the devel* 
opment of certain insects that include egg, larva, pupa, and 1 -' 
adult stages, as in beetles, moths, bees, etc. '•■ V 

com- pie- tion (kam ple'shan) n. [ME. < L. completio] i 
the act of completing, or finishing 2. the state of beimJ' 
completed ^ 
com-plex (kam pleks'; also, and for n. always, kam'plekrf 
adj. [< L. complexus, pp. of complecli, to encircle, embrace' 7 
< com-, with + plectere, to weave, braid] 1. consisting 6f'- 
two or more related parts 2. not simple; involved or com 
plicated — n. 1 . a group of interrelated ideas, activities, etc 
that form, or are viewed as forming, a single whole 2,'an 1 
assemblage of units, as buildings or roadways, that together 
form a single comprehensive group 3. Psychoanalysts 0 
an integration of impulses, ideas, and emotions related to a 
particular object, activity, etc., largely unconscious, but 
strongly influencing the individual's attitudes and behavior 
b) popularly, an exaggerated dislike or fear; obsession* 
— com-plex'ly adv. 

SYN. — complex refers to that which is made up of many elabo- 
rately interrelated or interconnected parts, so that much study or 
knowledge is needed to understand or operate it fa. complex media ' 
nism; ; complicated is applied to that which is highly complex and 
hence very difficult to analyze, solve, or understand? a complicated 
problem;; Intricate specifically suggests a perplexingly elaborate 
interweaving of parts that is difficult to follow [ an intricate maze}; ' 
Involved, in this connection, is applied to situations, ideas, etc 
whose parts are thought of as intertwining in complicated, often 
disordered, fashion /"an involved argument; — ANT. simple 

complex fraction a fraction with a fraction in its numera- 
tor or denominator, or in both 

com-plex. ion (kam plek'shan) n. [ME. complexioun < 
OFr. complexion, combination of humors, hence tempera- 
ment < L. complexio, combination < complexus: see com-- 
plex] 1. a) orig., the combination of the qualities of cold, 
heat, dryness, and moisture, or of the four humors, in 
certain proportions believed to determine the temperament ■ 
and constitution of the body 6) the temperament or con- 
stitution 2. the color, texture, and general appearance of- 
the skin, esp. of the face 3. general appearance or nature; - 
character; aspect — com-plex'lon-al adj. 

com plex ioned (-shand) adj. having a (specified) com- 
plexion [Ught-complexionedJ 

com-plex-l-ty (kam plek'sa te) n. 1. the condition or 
quality of being complex 2. pi. -ties anything complex or 
intricate; complication 

complex number a number expressed as the formal sum of 
a real number and a multiple of the square root of -1 (Ex.: 
a + b V-l, when a and b are real) 

complex sentence in traditional grammar, a sentence 
consisting of a main clause and one or more subordinate 
clauses 

com pil a ble (kam pli'a b'l) adj. [Archaic] compliant 
com-pli-ance (-ans) n. 1. a complying, or giving in to a 
request, wish, demand, etc.: acquiescence 2. a tendency to 
™j;i„ \\ "'an-cy — In compU- 



-SYN. 

ant ly adv. 

com pli ca cy (kam'pli ka se) n. 1. the condition or . 
quality of being complicated 2. pi. -dea anything com- 
plicated; complication 

com pli cate (kam 'pla kat'; for adj. -kit) vt., vi. -cat'ed, 
-cat'lng. [< L. complicatus, pp. of complicare, to fold 
together < com-, together + plicare, to fold, weave < IE. 
base *plek-, to braid (< *pel-, to fold), whence flax] 1. to 
make or become intricate, difficult, or involved 2. [Obs.] to 
twist together —adj. 1. [Archaic] complicated 2. Bull. 
folded lengthwise, as some leaves or insects' wings 

com pli cat ed (-kat'id) adj. made up of parts intricately 
involved; hard to untangle, solve, understand, analyze, etc. 
— SYN. see complex — com'pll-cat'ed ly adv. 

com-pli-ca-tlon (kam'pla ka'shan) n. 1. the act of com- 
plicating, or making involved 2. a complicated condition 
or structure; complex, involved, or confused relationship 
of parts 3. a complicating factor or occurrence as in the 
plot of a story or in the unfolding of events 4. Med. a 
second disease or abnormal condition occurring during the 
course of a primary disease 
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